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 Careers in Performing Arts🎭
Your guide to training, jobs and opportunities

Liverpool & Merseyside | Level 1 to Level 3 | SEND-friendly options may be available

 Why Choose a Career in Performing Arts?💼
 Liverpool is a UNESCO City of Music and one of the UK’s most creative cities
 You don’t have to perform — hundreds of roles exist backstage and in production
 Builds confidence, communication and teamwork valued in every career
 Local theatres are thriving — Everyman, Empire, Royal Court and Shakespeare North
 World-class training on your doorstep, including LIPA Sixth Form (completely free)
 The creative industries contribute over £100 billion to the UK economy each year

 Skills and Personal Qualities🧠
 Confidence to perform or present in front of others
 Creativity, imagination and expression
 Resilience — handling feedback and auditions positively
 Teamwork and taking direction well
 Dedication, self-discipline and time management
 Adaptability — every show and role is different

 Useful School Subjects📚
 Drama / Performing Arts — the most relevant subject for practical skills
 Music — rhythm, performance and composition
 English — scripts, storytelling and communication
 Dance / PE — movement, body awareness and fitness
 Art & Design — sets, costumes and visual theatre

 Local Courses (Levels 1 to 3)🏫
Courses are available at local colleges across Merseyside. Many courses accept students without GCSEs.

Performing Arts Courses
 LIPA Sixth Form College — UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in Acting, Dance, Musical Theatre, Music or Technical 

Theatre (free, audition-based, equivalent to 3 A-Levels)
 City of Liverpool College — Performing & Production Arts Level 1–2, UAL Extended Diploma Level 3
 Knowsley Community College — Performing & Production Arts Level 2–3 (Shakespeare North partnership), plus 

Drama & Theatre A-Level
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 Liverpool Media Academy (LMA) — performance, music and media courses

SEND-Friendly & Supported Provision
 Audition-based entry means talent and potential matter more than GCSE grades on many courses
 Supported study options may be available — speak to your careers adviser about what could work for you

 Apprenticeships and Training🔧
 Live Events Technician Apprenticeship — sound, lighting and AV — Level 3
 Creative & Cultural apprenticeships in stage management, costume and production
 Liverpool theatres (Everyman & Playhouse, Empire) offer placements and trainee roles
 Search live vacancies: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk
 Supported Internships (for students with an EHCP) are run by local colleges with their selected employer partners 

— ask your careers adviser whether this route could suit you

 Jobs, Volunteering and Work Experience💼
Performing arts careers include performing, production, teaching and events.

Role Where You Work Starting Qualification
Actor / Performer Theatre, TV, film, events Level 3 + auditions
Dancer / Choreographer Theatre, TV, cruise ships Level 3 Dance + training
Musician / Singer Live venues, studios, theatre Level 3 Music + experience
Stage / Production Crew Theatres, live events Level 3 Technical Theatre
Lighting & Sound Technician Theatres, venues, festivals Level 3 + apprenticeship
Drama Teacher / Workshop Leader Schools, community arts Level 3 + degree route
Director / Producer (career goal) Theatre, TV, film Level 3 + experience/degree

Earnings vary widely: production and technical roles typically start £18,000–£24,000, with experienced performers, 
technicians and teachers earning £28,000–£40,000+.

Work Experience & Volunteering
 Young Everyman Playhouse (YEP) — free weekly theatre group, ages 14–17: everymanplayhouse.com/yep
 20 Stories High (ages 14–21) and Royal Court Youth Theatre — write and perform your own work
 Liverpool Empire Youth Musical Theatre & Dance Company — ages 15–21

 Next Steps and Contact Information🌐
 Visit college open days and websites
 Search for local jobs: www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
 Find apprenticeships: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

TAGS Careers www.tags.careers — local careers information and resources
Colleges LIPA Sixth Form: www.lipasixthformcollege.org (0151 330 3232) | City of Liverpool College: 

www.liv-coll.ac.uk | Knowsley: www.knowsleycollege.ac.uk
More Support Your careers adviser can provide additional guidance tailored to your needs
Apprenticeships www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk | www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
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