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B8 Why Choose a Career in Gaming & Game Development?

@2 Skills and Personal Qualities

Turn a hobby you love into a real career

One of the fastest-growing entertainment industries in the world

Liverpool has a proud games heritage and a growing digital sector

Careers for creative people AND technical people — art, code, testing, esports
Build and show your own games — your portfolio matters more than grades
Skills transfer into wider tech, media and digital careers

Creativity, imagination and storytelling

Problem-solving — debugging and testing until things work

Patience and persistence with detailed tasks

Basic coding logic — languages like C# and Python help

Teamwork — games are made by artists, coders and designers together
Staying up to date with new games, engines and technology

=2 Useful School Subjects

ICT / Computing — coding, software and digital skills

Art & Design — character, environment and visual design
Maths — game logic, physics and programming

English — storytelling, scripts and communication

Media Studies — understanding audiences and production

#22 Local Courses (Levels 1 to 3)

Courses are available at local colleges across Merseyside. Many courses accept students without GCSEs.

Games & Esports Courses

City of Liverpool College — Creative Media Production (Games Development) Level 3, Digital Animation & Games
Design Level 3

Hugh Baird College — Games Design Level 3 Extended Diploma, plus Esports courses

Knowsley Community College — Games Development, Computing and Digital Media Level 1-3

Liverpool Media Academy (LMA) — game art and development courses
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e Myerscough College (Liverpool) — Esports Level 2-3 including streaming and events
¢ The Studio School (Baltic Triangle) — specialist coding, games and digital production

SEND-Friendly & Supported Provision

e  Greenbank College — supported IT & Digital Skills from Entry Level 3 to Level 2, a good stepping stone
e Supported study options may be available — speak to your careers adviser about what could work for you

“, Apprenticeships and Training

e  Software Developer Apprenticeship — Level 3-4

e Digital Media and Junior Content Producer apprenticeships — Level 3

e Providers include Baltic Apprenticeships and NowsSkills across the Liverpool City Region

e Search live vacancies: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

e Supported Internships (for students with an EHCP) are run by local colleges with their selected employer partners
— ask your careers adviser whether this route could suit you

8 Jobs, Volunteering and Work Experience

Games careers include design, art, code, testing, streaming and esports.

Role Where You Work Starting Qualification

QA / Games Tester Games studios, remote Level 2-3 + attention to detail
Junior Games Designer Games studios Level 3 Games + portfolio

3D / Game Artist Games and animation studios Level 3 Art/Games + portfolio
Junior Programmer Games and software studios Level 3 + coding skills

Esports Player / Events Assistant Esports teams, venues Level 2-3 Esports

Content Creator / Streamer Self-employed, online Portfolio + audience

Game Developer (career goal) Studios, indie, self-employed Level 3 + degree or experience

Typical starting salary: £18,000-£24,000. Experienced developers and artists can earn £30,000-£50,000+.

Work Experience & Volunteering

e Make small games at home using free tools — Unity, Unreal Engine, Godot and Blender
® Join game jams and coding clubs to build your portfolio
®  Free learning: Unity Learn, Codecademy and YouTube tutorials

€ Next Steps and Contact Information

e  Visit college open days and websites
e Search for local jobs: www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
®  Find apprenticeships: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk
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Colleges City of Liverpool College: www.liv-coll.ac.uk | Hugh Baird: www.hughbaird.ac.uk | LMA:
www.Ima.ac.uk

More Support Your careers adviser can provide additional guidance tailored to your needs

Apprenticeships www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk | www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
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