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8 Why Choose a Career in Building & Construction?

@2 Skills and Personal Qualities

See the results of your work — real buildings that last for years

Strong job security with high demand for skilled trades across the UK

Hands-on, practical work rather than a desk job

Well-paid careers with clear progression to supervisor and site manager roles
Many trades to choose from — bricklaying, joinery, plumbing, electrical and more
Excellent self-employment opportunities once qualified

Practical confidence with tools, materials and equipment
Attention to detail, precision and taking pride in your work
Physical fitness and a good work ethic

Following health and safety rules carefully on site
Teamwork and clear communication with other trades
Problem-solving when jobs don’t go to plan

=2 Useful School Subjects

Design Technology — tools, materials and construction methods
Maths — measuring, areas, quantities and costing

Science — how materials and structures behave

ICT — reading digital plans and drawings

English — following instructions and site paperwork

#22 Local Courses (Levels 1 to 3)

Courses are available at local colleges across Merseyside. Many courses accept students without GCSEs.

Construction Trade Courses

City of Liverpool College — Construction Multi-Skills Level 1, plus Bricklaying, Joinery, Plastering, Plumbing,
Electrical and Painting & Decorating Level 1-3

Hugh Baird College — construction trades Level 1-3 including Joinery, Bricklaying, Plumbing and Electrical
Knowsley Community College — construction trades Level 1-2

Riverside College, Widnes — construction and building services courses
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Pick a Trade

® Bricklaying — walls, blockwork and structures

e Carpentry & Joinery — doors, floors, roofs and fittings

e Plastering — smooth wall and ceiling finishes

® Painting & Decorating — colour, finish and protection

e  Plumbing & Heating — water, drainage and heating systems

e  Electrical Installation — wiring, lighting and power

e See the separate TAGS IAG leaflet for each trade for full details

SEND-Friendly & Supported Provision

e Multi-skills taster courses are a great supported way to try several trades before choosing
e  Supported study options may be available — speak to your careers adviser about what could work for you

“, Apprenticeships and Training

e Trade apprenticeships at Level 2, progressing to Level 3 — bricklaying, joinery, plumbing, electrical and more

e Earn while you learn with a local building firm, studying part-time at college

e Traineeships available if you need extra support before an apprenticeship

e Search live vacancies: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

e Supported Internships (for students with an EHCP) are run by local colleges with their selected employer partners
— ask your careers adviser whether this route could suit you

38 Jobs, Volunteering and Work Experience

Construction offers dozens of roles on site, in workshops and in offices.

Role Where You Work Starting Qualification

Labourer / Site Operative Building sites No formal qualifications + CSCS card

Apprentice Tradesperson Building firms + college Level 2 Apprenticeship

Qualified Tradesperson

Sites, firms, self-employed

Level 2-3 NVQ in a trade

Site Supervisor

Construction companies

Level 3 + experience

Estimator / Technician

Construction offices

Level 3 + training

Site Manager (career goal)

Large construction projects

Level 3-6 + experience

Apprentices start around £6-£8 per hour. Qualified tradespeople typically earn £25,000-£35,000, with experienced
and self-employed trades earning £40,000+.

Work Experience & Volunteering

e Take part in construction taster sessions and college open days
e Ask your school or adviser to arrange site or workshop work experience
e DIY and practical projects at home all count as useful experience

€ Next Steps and Contact Information

e  Visit college open days and websites
e  Search for local jobs: www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
®  Find apprenticeships: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

TAGS Careers www.tags.careers — local careers information and resources

Colleges City of Liverpool College: www.liv-coll.ac.uk | Hugh Baird: www.hughbaird.ac.uk | Knowsley:
www.knowsleycollege.ac.uk | Riverside: www.riversidecollege.ac.uk

More Support Your careers adviser can provide additional guidance tailored to your needs

Apprenticeships www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk | www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
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