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 Careers in Art & Design🎨
Your guide to training, jobs and opportunities

Liverpool & Merseyside | Level 1 to Level 3 | SEND-friendly options may be available

 Why Choose a Career in Art & Design?💼
 Express your creativity and turn ideas into real designs
 Work in exciting industries — advertising, animation, gaming, fashion and film
 Liverpool is one of the UK’s most creative cities with a growing design sector
 Build a portfolio that shows what you can do, not just your grades
 Many routes available locally from Level 1 with no GCSEs required
 Skills transfer into hundreds of jobs, from web design to set design

 Skills and Personal Qualities🧠
 Creativity and imagination — coming up with fresh ideas
 Drawing, making and visual skills
 Attention to detail and taking pride in finished work
 Learning digital tools like Photoshop, Illustrator and animation software
 Communication — explaining and presenting your ideas
 Time management — meeting deadlines for projects

 Useful School Subjects📚
 Art & Design — the core subject: drawing, painting, ideas and portfolio work
 Design Technology — making skills, materials and product design
 ICT / Computing — digital design, photo editing and animation
 Media Studies — visual communication, film and photography
 English — describing and presenting your creative ideas

 Local Courses (Levels 1 to 3)🏫
Courses are available at local colleges across Merseyside. Many courses accept students without GCSEs.

Art & Design Courses
 City of Liverpool College — UAL Art, Design & Media Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3, plus Digital Animation & Games 

Design Level 3
 Hugh Baird College — Creative Industries Level 1, UAL Art & Design Level 2–3, Animation & Visual Effects Level 3
 Knowsley Community College — Art & Design Level 1, Creative Media Production Level 2–3
 The Studio School (Baltic Triangle) — specialist post-16 creative and digital courses
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SEND-Friendly & Supported Provision
 Creative courses suit many learners with additional needs — visual, practical and portfolio-based
 Supported study options may be available — speak to your careers adviser about what could work for you

 Apprenticeships and Training🔧
 Junior Content Producer Apprenticeship — Level 3
 Graphic Design and Digital Media apprenticeships with local agencies
 Creative Venue Technician Apprenticeship — Level 3
 Search live vacancies: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk
 Supported Internships (for students with an EHCP) are run by local colleges with their selected employer partners 

— ask your careers adviser whether this route could suit you

 Jobs, Volunteering and Work Experience💼
Art and design careers stretch across games, media, fashion, print and digital industries.

Role Where You Work Starting Qualification
Design Assistant Design studios, print companies Level 2–3 + portfolio
Graphic Designer Agencies, in-house teams, freelance Level 3 + strong portfolio
Animator Games and film studios Level 3 Animation + portfolio
Illustrator Publishing, freelance, advertising Level 3 + portfolio
Photographer’s Assistant Studios, events, media Level 2–3 Photography
Game Artist Games studios Level 3 Games/Art + portfolio
Interior/Fashion Designer (career goal) Studios, retail, self-employed Level 3 + degree route

Typical starting salary: £17,000–£21,000. Experienced designers and freelancers can earn £28,000–£40,000+.

Work Experience & Volunteering
 Build a portfolio — sketchbooks, digital work and photos of anything you make
 Enter school and community art competitions and exhibitions
 Volunteer at galleries and festivals — Tate Liverpool, Bluecoat, LightNight

 Next Steps and Contact Information🌐
 Visit college open days and websites
 Search for local jobs: www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
 Find apprenticeships: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

TAGS Careers www.tags.careers — local careers information and resources
Colleges City of Liverpool College: www.liv-coll.ac.uk | Hugh Baird: www.hughbaird.ac.uk | Knowsley: 

www.knowsleycollege.ac.uk
More Support Your careers adviser can provide additional guidance tailored to your needs
Apprenticeships www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk | www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
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