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8 Why Choose a Career in Applied Science?

@2 Skills and Personal Qualities

Use science to solve real-world problems in health, forensics, food and the environment
Merseyside has major science employers — NHS labs, pharmaceutical companies and universities
Huge variety of careers, from lab work to renewable energy and forensics

Practical, hands-on courses available locally from Level 2 upwards

Strong demand for laboratory and technical staff across the UK

Clear progression from college to apprenticeships, university or work

Curiosity — enjoying finding out how and why things work
Accuracy and attention to detail when measuring and recording
Following methods and safety procedures carefully
Problem-solving and logical thinking

Patience — experiments often need repeating and checking
Teamwork and clear communication when sharing results

=2 Useful School Subjects

Science — biology, chemistry and physics are the foundation
Maths — calculations, graphs, units and data handling

English — writing up experiments and reports clearly

ICT — recording data, spreadsheets and digital equipment
Design Technology — practical skills and understanding materials

#22 Local Courses (Levels 1 to 3)

Courses are available at local colleges across Merseyside. Many courses accept students without GCSEs.

Applied Science Courses

City of Liverpool College — Applied Science Level 2 and Level 3 Extended Diploma (2 years, prepares for university
or science careers)

Knowsley Community College — Applied Science Level 2 (one year, hands-on laboratory experience)

Riverside College, Widnes — Applied Science Level 2-3

Hugh Baird College — science and health-related vocational courses
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e  Sefton Sixth Form College — A-Levels and Level 3 BTECs in science subjects

SEND-Friendly & Supported Provision

e Colleges offer learning support in science courses — speak to the inclusion team
e  Supported study options may be available — speak to your careers adviser about what could work for you

“, Apprenticeships and Training

e Laboratory Technician Apprenticeship — Level 3

®  Science Manufacturing Technician Apprenticeship — Level 3 (pharmaceutical and food companies)

e Healthcare Science Assistant Apprenticeship — Level 2 (NHS)

e Local vacancies via Be More Liverpool City Region: www.be-more.info

e Search live vacancies: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

e Supported Internships (for students with an EHCP) are run by local colleges with their selected employer partners
— ask your careers adviser whether this route could suit you

8 Jobs, Volunteering and Work Experience

Science careers cover health, forensics, the environment, food, energy and manufacturing.

Role Where You Work Starting Qualification
Laboratory Assistant Hospitals, universities, industry labs Level 2 Applied Science
Science Manufacturing Operative Pharmaceutical and food factories Level 2 + training
Healthcare Science Assistant NHS hospitals and clinics Level 2 / NHS induction
Laboratory Technician Schools, colleges, research labs Level 3 Applied Science
Forensic Support Worker Police and forensic laboratories Level 3 + checks
Environmental Technician Water companies, agencies Level 3 Science

Scientist / Researcher (career goal) Universities, industry, NHS Degree in a science subject

Typical starting salary: £18,000-£23,000. Technicians and specialists can earn £26,000-£40,000+.

Work Experience & Volunteering

e Join science clubs, STEM days and college taster sessions
e Visit World Museum Liverpool and Catalyst Science Discovery Centre in Widnes
e Ask your school about work experience in a lab, pharmacy or hospital department

€ Next Steps and Contact Information

e  Visit college open days and websites
e Search for local jobs: www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
®  Find apprenticeships: www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk
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Colleges City of Liverpool College: www.liv-coll.ac.uk | Knowsley: www.knowsleycollege.ac.uk |
Riverside: www.riversidecollege.ac.uk

More Support Your careers adviser can provide additional guidance tailored to your needs

Apprenticeships www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk | www.indeed.co.uk | www.notjustjobs.com
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